
DR. EPHRAIM MCDOWELL HOUSE
125–129 South Second Street, Danville
This frame house and attached brick apothecary shop were the home and office of Dr. Ephraim
McDowell, who performed the first successful ovariotomy here in 1809. The patient, 47-year-old
Jane Todd Crawford, made a complete recovery and lived to the age of 78. The operation’s
success dispelled a then-common misconception—that exposing the inner wall of the abdomen
invariably produced fatal infection—and led the way to a new era in surgical practice. The house
was acquired by the Kentucky Medical Association in the 1930s and is open as a museum.


